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—/ ¥z KGE oFFicER was waiung for
him when johr Barron, -oelaved
in traffic, arrived at home on =
cark, rainy night in November
1¢7¢. Stanisizv Levehenko rose as
Barron entered the room. and for
2 MOment e TWO STOOL., aSSESSing
cach othe:. “We are proud that vou
are among ws,” Barron sad, in
Kussiar.

-Situng by the fire, Barron, :
Reader's Digest Senior Editor, and
Levchenke. who had defected from
e XGB in Tokyo. began w develop
~what was 1o be 2 decp frienaship.

inmgued by Barron's coliection of |
Tecoroed music, Levchenko askec.

te hear;again and again “Plaisi:

< Amour” anc “A Mighry Fortress -

1s Our God.” Barron. who had onece

scrved with ULS. Naval Inteliigence

anc¢ who wzs author of =z major
book on the KGE. spoke expertiy
with Levenenko abour the bLife he
Rac escapec iess than s month be-
fore At onc point, about = s
Levchenko 100k = copy of Barron's
1674 book on the KGE from 2 shel?,
turnec to = favorite passage and
reac alouc.

The book, which hac prompted
Levehenko 1o conta Barron, was
ou: of print Bezuse of 2 conunu-
ing Scmand, Barron had consic-
cred updaung and repubbshing it
Now, here in his home, speaking

gravely anc urpently. was the
KGE speaabist 1n Active Meas
o fiee 10 the West Levche

STAT

knew inumately the KGB's ex-
panding campaign to infuence and
co-opt diplomats, journalists, pol;-
vaaps anc -organizations cvery-
where. Anc its Tokyve Resideney,
where Levehenke hac practicec
these Acove Measures. was among
the four or Hve mos: imporiznt
in the worlc.

Levenenko beeame the imperes
for .an enureiv new book, laving
bare hitherto hidden recesses of the
Sovietsecurity ang espionage apps-
ratvs. KGE Today: The Hidder
Heanc, published by Reader's Digest
Press, Oevotes three chapters 1o
Levchenko's story. These are con-
Ocnsed in this 1ssue (se page 123

But Levchenko's inside know)-
edge as & KGE major—nis abilinv 1o
spot 2 KGE ofbcer behind 2 dipic-
mauc charade. his familianny with
ways an6 means of sicaling high
technoiogy from the Wesi——gzve
Barror & fresh perspective on 2
subject he already knew well,

Barron, whose 1enaciny as an in-
vesngabve reporter hac wop him
many.awards, worked for 20 months
ai this pew sk, With the worlc-
wide resources of The Digest, par-
Deularly the interview apd research
skills of Associate Editor G. Wil
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